
A REVIEW of NEW LIS for the 2025 Session  

http://lis.virginia.gov
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EMAIL – lis@dlas.virginia.gov



The 2025 session is the 2nd year of a two year session cycle.

Bill numbers begin with House Bill 1548 and Senate Bill 738.

Prefiling Legislation for2025
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Session Begins

December 18, 2024,

the Governor will 

introduce changes to 

the 2 year biennium 

budget at a joint 

meeting of the House 

Appropriations and 

Senate Finance and 

Appropriations 

Committees, 9:30 

a.m.



House

General Assembly in 2025

Members and Votes

When there is a tied vote in the

House,  the bill fails.

Senate
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When there is a tied vote in the Senate,  

the Lt. Governor casts tie breaking

votes.

click on Member Vote Search 

To view all voting records, click 

on Delegates & Senators on 

the LIS home page. 



Legislative Meetings on LIS – Right 

on the LIS Home Page
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LIVE STREAM. Look to 

these video links for 

Committee Meetings and 

House and Senate floor 

sessions.   



Full Meeting Schedule – Search for 

Meetings by Date, Keyword or Location
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Download meetings to an Excel 

spreadsheet, or via a file that you can 

load to your personal calendar.    



How Do I Find a Bill?

Type a Bill Number in the Search Box
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Note that the bill number 

appears here….in the 

“advanced search area” of 

LIS.   

Enter a bill number…
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How Do I Find a Bill?

Type in Multiple Bill Numbers in the Search Box

On the top search bar 

you can search for bills 

by certain bill numbers. 

You can type in those 

numbers with commas 

and / or with spaces, 

with upper or lower 

case, and not in HB or 

SB order and you will 

receive results in HB 

and then SB order.

Again, note that the bill numbers appear 
here….in the “advanced search area” of 

LIS.   



How Do I Find a List of Bills Greater Than or Less 

Than A Certain Bill? Type a Bill Number with  >  or  < 
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How Do I Find a Bill?

Look for a Keyword / Keyword Phrase in the 

Description or “Caption” of a Bill

9

The default search uses the description or the 

“caption” for the bill.  Select Bill Text to receive 

results of all full text versions of the bills.     

The default search result 

shows you when the keyword 

appears in the description or 

“CAPTION” of the bill.     

Note the keyword / keyword 

phrase appears here….in the 

“advanced search” area of LIS.   

View the current status

of the bill here…    

Enter a keyword or phrase here…



10

How Do I Find a Bill?

Look for a Keyword / Keyword Phrase in the

Full Bill Text 

The default search uses the 

description or the “caption” for 

the bill.  Select Bill Text to 

receive results of keyword 

searches in All Versions or in 

other select versions of full text 

of the bills.     

The search result shows you 

when the keyword appears in any 

version of the bill, for example, 

Introduced, Substitutes, 

Engrossed, Chaptered or 

Enrolled.    

You can perform keyword searches on other, 

“select” versions such as on Amendments, 

Conference Reports and Gov. Recommendations, 

etc…
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New Bill History Page - All Text and 

Amendments are under “Bill Versions”

Toggle Show All Versions or 

Hide All Versions.  By 

default the page will only list 

the most current, viable 

version. 



HB 313 – Bill History

Bill History, Also Called the Bill Status
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House floor vote – this bill passes. Now, on to the Senate.

View vote data under 

View committee or subcommittee membership info under 

Bill Crossover

Tuesday, February 4, 2025 - Bill crossover. Both bodies have to complete their 
own legislation by midnight.



HB 313 – Now it is in the Senate
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Again, view vote data under 

House floor 

vote – the 

House agrees 

to the Senate 

amendment 

on this House 

bill.

This bill is now passed both bodies, on to the Governor. 

On April 8th it was 

approved by the 

Governor.  This bill 

became law on July 1. 
This bill is Chapter 638 in the Acts of Assembly for 2024.  The final version of the 
bill, the very last statement in the text, will note if the effective date is different 
than July 1.  Most bills become effective on July 1. 

Reminder: to view the final text of the bill, on the bill history under Bill Versions  click:

Chaptered



Text versions, click pdf, to see line 

numbers beside the text. 



HB 314 (2024)– Chapter text and other 
text  versions, click Highlight Proposed 
Changes, to see the changes.
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New language in a bill
is always in italics

and

stricken language
has a line through it.

The highlight feature turns 

new language in italics yellow 

and stricken language red. 



Summary of

Significant Dates in the 2025 Session
(Based on previous odd-year sessions)
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Session Begins, Wednesday, January 8, 2025

Bill Cut-Off is at 3 p.m., Friday, January 17th, 2025

Bill Cross-Over is Tuesday, February 4, 2025

Last Day of Session is Saturday, February 22,  2025.  Sine Die. 

The last day is usually always Saturday unless the session gets extended for some reason.
The House and Senate have to agree to a resolution in order to change the date.  

Reconvene Session is Wednesday, April 2, 2025



Dates of Sessions, Past and Present –

See Procedural Calendars
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Click Procedural 

Calendars to view the 

actual session calendar 

for years back to 2002.
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The Legislative Bill Room, on the first floor of the new parking deck on the
corner of 9th and Broad Streets. It is an operation of DLAS. DLAS ensures
that mandated legislative publications are produced and distributed such
as:

Bills Budgets

Floor Calendars

House and Senate Journals
and the Liaison Manual

Legislative Bill Room  804-786-6984

Visit the Legislative Bill Room’s walk-up window to see what services are  available.



LIS - Tracking Legislation 
Lobbyist-in-a-Box  (LIAB)
Existing User Login 
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OR 

OR Login at the top right corner of the site. 

Click Browse Bills by Category to 
then see a Login option… 

Note: there is a Password 

change / reset option. 



LIAB Free Registration Page
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Click 

Register 

Account

Type in 

your email 

address. 

Message will 

tell you to 

check your 

email.



LIAB - How to Register
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Upon registering you 

will receive an email 

from LIS HelpDesk: 

Next screen will ask you to 

Finish Account Creation.  Click 

the ? beside Password to view 

password requirements. 

Click Create Account once 

your password is set. 

Your password must meet the following criteria:

• Must be between 10 and 256 characters
• Must contain at least three of the following four types 

of parameters:  

1. lowercase letter            3. number
2. uppercase letter           4. special character                                                      

@^$!%*?=-_+&[]{}|\:’,.?/`~“”();<>

Click Confirm 

Account



LIAB - Now - Use Your New Log in 
Credentials to Log in…Create a 
Watchlist
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Enter your email 

address and 

password and click 

Login.  

Watchlist names can 

be very long.  Click 

the pencil to add a 

more detailed 

description or to 

change the watchlist

name. 

Click green check 

mark to save 

changes.   

Type in the watchlist name.  

Click Create.   



LIAB - Subscribers Create Multiple 
Watchlists
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Use the up and down 

arrows to View All 

watchlists, 

Click on the link to 

Your Lobbyist in-a-

Box Watchlists to 

view all watchlists on 

one screen. 



LIAB – View All Watchlists on One 
Page
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Go back to navigate 

LIS.  

Click      to show bills in 

your watchlists.  



Manually Add Bills to a Watchlist

.

.
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Type in bill numbers 

that you want to 

manually add to your 

watchlist. Click the 

Add button to add 

them. 

Bill numbers can be typed 

with upper case or lower 

case prefixes and have 

spaces between the prefix 

(hb) and the number (125) 

but you have to use 

commas between the bill 

numbers here…
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Type your Keyword 

search term here…

See the keyword bill 

results here… click 

Select all or click the 

box beside the bill 

number, then click the 

Add button to add 

bills to your watchlist

Finding Bills for Your Watchlist – by Keyword  
or Keyword Phrase
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Use a Code Section or Code Title # as a Keyword 
or Keyword Phrase

See the 

keyword/code 

section search 

results here… Check 

the text for your 

keyword/code 

section by clicking 

View Keyword Hits… 

Title 3.2 in the Code of VA covers

I am interested in any bill that contains a 

reference to this title - I may want to add 

them to my “Companion Animals” watchlist,  

- I am going to use a keyword search with 

that Code Title, 3.2. 

Click the box beside the 

bill number, then click the 

Add button above to add 

bills to your watchlist.



Help me select bills…

Tools to Add Bills to Profile
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Or in the advanced search area 

you can also search for bill 

numbers and keywords. 

There, you can also search for 

bills 

By Legislation Status

referred to certain Committees

offered by certain members

or indexed in certain subjects. 

Finding Bills for Your Watchlist – Use 
Advanced Search Options



Searching For and Adding Bills 
Categorized Under A Certain Subject
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Look up a Subject: ex: 

Agriculture, Animal 

Care and Food…



E-Mail Notification 
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You will want to be notified by email when more bills are offered on the subject that you 
are tracking. 

Click the caret, 

to expand the “Notifications 

section” of the LIAB tool. 

To be notified when 

any future bills are 

introduced that 

contain your  

keyword or code 

section, type in the 

keyword or code 

section here and 

click the green 

check mark to save 

the phrase. 
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The email in 

which you 

will receive 

notifications  

is the email 

address you 

used to 

register 

your LIAB 

account. 

E-Mail Notification – Your User Profile
In LIAB

When you are logged in to LIS, look for your “Profile Image = to your Initials” in the top 
right hand corner of the application.  Click on those initials click on the Profile button to 

view your personal profile settings.  



LIAB E-Mail Notification
-This is what it looks like
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Click caret       to expand 

this notification…   

The notification tells you that a bill contains your keyword 

phrase.   

Click View Keyword Hits to 

see the full text that 

contains your keyword. 



E-Mail Notification – Add Bills in 
the Notification to Your Watchlist
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1) Click on the box 

beside the bill 

number(s) you would 

like to add to your 

profile.  

2) Click Add Bills to 

Watchlist(s).  

The “system” never adds bills to a watchlist for you.  You must select and add every bill that 
you want to store in a watchlist.   
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E-Mail Notification – When ANY Bill is 
Introduced or Offered by a Member

This is what the email 

notification will look like for 

when any bill is introduced, 

or offered by a certain 

patron.   
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E-Mail Notification – When ANY Bill is Referred 
to a Committee
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E-Mail Notification - Selection for a Status 
Change on the Bills in Your Watchlist(s)

Be sure to set your Notification frequency to Hourly or Daily.  
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E-Mail Notification - Status Change

Show Bills Only OR Show Latest History

Toggle between show bills only… and show latest history.

Click button to toggle…  

The notification tells you that there has been a status change to one or 

more of the bills in your watchlist.  

Click button to toggle…  
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E-Mail Notification When Your Bills are

Placed On…

1. An Agenda in the House

2. A Docket in the Senate



House Committees – Agenda E-mail
Notice
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The Email notice informs you that a bill 

has been placed on an Agenda…  

…and provides a link to the Agenda.  

You will also receive an alert 

when a bill you are tracking is 

removed from an Agenda. 



E-Mail Notification – Bills with New Text
Versions

Notification when a bill has a full text update.
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The notification tells you that a new TEXT version has 

been added to a bill that you are tracking.  

.  

Versions of Text are: 

Introduced

Substitute

Engrossed

Re-engrossed

Enrolled

Re-enrolled

Chapter

Note that you can receive different kinds of notifications 

for one watchlist…  

.  



LIAB Notification for Impact
Statements
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Click button to expand 

this notification…  

Click the bill 

number to 

view the 

impact 

statement.  
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Add Personal Notes to the Bills 

you are Tracking

Click the blue callout icon to edit a note 

that was already added to that bill. 

Click and drag this corner to make the 

note area large enough to hold all of your 

note text…

Type any text you desire in this box.

When you add an note no one else can read the text.

Note text is secure by your User ID.

Click the callout icon to 

add a personal note to a 

bill. 
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Personal Notes – View All 

Notes or Hide All Notes

Hide All Notes View. 

Show All Notes 

View. 
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View the Bills in Your Watchlist

Create a Report

Click Create Report

.  

Select what you 

would like to see in 

your report by 

clicking the blue 

sliders.  

Click Create 

.  
You can choose to 

enter a bill range if 

you like. 



Sample report

AReport
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Click Share to 

EMail your report to 

anyone.   

View ta basic html 

version of the 

report or print it.   



Create a Report – View Notes on Bills 
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Select to view the 

Notes within just 

this watchlist. 

See the Notes 

within just this 

watchlist. 
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Select to view the 

Notes within all 

watchlists.  

This shows the 

note text for 

HB1548 in two 

different 

watchlists. 

Create a Report – View Different Notes on the Same                     

Bill 



CSV file (comma separated value)
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View the Bills in Your Watchlist

Create a Spreadsheet

To create a spreadsheet of bill data, use the Report screen to make selections for what you 
want to see in the csv file.  

Create your report…

On the top of your report 

click the CSV / 

spreadsheet icon to create 

your spreadsheet…
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The Spreadsheet Displays Multiple 

Personal Note(s) As Well!  
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The Composite View

View Bills, Last Committee(s), Last 

Action on the Bills in a Watchlist



http://lis.virginia.gov

DLAS Help Desk  

804-786-9631

E-mail lis@dlas.virginia.gov
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